Euphorbia lignosa

Family: Euphorbiaceae

Collection Number:

Description: A medium to small perennial succulent. The stem is bulbous and
probably acts as a storage organ. The shrub is densely branched, branches growing at
all angles from the central stem. Branches divide repeatedly and often end in a dried
up “spine”. Stem and branches are pale green, smooth and slightly waxy in texture. If
punctured they exude copious amounts of sticky, milky latex.

For most of the time leaves are absent and the green stem and branches take over the
photosynthesising function. When leaves are present, they are very small and scale-
like. They are linear/elliptical in shape with margins entire. Leaves and branches may,
on some plants, be tinged with red.

The flower is a succulent cyathium, typical of the family Euphorbiaceae. It is generally a
bright, light green, but may also on some plants be coloured with red. The fruit matures
to a red dehiscing capsule.

The tap root is relatively long.

Habitat: Euphorbia lignosa is common in localised areas. It grows on the lower slopes
of Jagkop, where it is particularly abundant, and amongst the lower dunes of
Wolwedans, in both areas calcrete is present. It grows in full sun.

General information: Euphorbia lignosa is a protected species and is classified on
Appendix Il of CITES.
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