Adenia pechuelii .
Elephant’s foot / Desert kohlrabi

Family: Passifloraceae (Granadilla)

Collection Mumber: 63

Description: Adenia pechusli is one of the mosl peculiar plants growing in the
Mamib. It has a massive, grey-green, rounded  stem which may grow as immaense a5 1m
in diamater. Marrow, woody branches grow out of the top of the stem, giving the ovarall
appearance of a hedgehog. ©On older plants these branches are very long and may
cascade down the sides of the plant and over surrounding rocks. Leaves are simple,
eliptical with margins entire and are arranged altemately along the stems. Thay have a
alightly waxy surface. Tendrils may also grow along the thin branches of cider plants.
Elephant's foot has a small, inconspicuois yellow flower, The plant is dicecious (bears
male and fermale flowers on separate plants).

Habitat: Members of the Aderda genus grow in a greal varety of habitats, from
tropecal rain forests to the Namib desert. A, pechuell (s limited to the rocky areas of the
semi-deser, from southemn Kackoveld as fr south as MamibBand, On the nature
reserve It is nol common, and so well hidden away amongst rocks thal smaller plants are
often over-loaked, 1| & found In the mounainous ereas, where it grows n inacoessole
places amongst mcks on sleep shopes, This & to protect the plant from browsing
animals which are atiracted to the waler that |s stored in the plant. Thers are some fine
specimens amongsat the kloofs of the Nubib mountains on Toscaan and Draalhoek.

General information; Adend s derved from aden meaning gland, a featura of the
flowars of this species, and also present o the base of the keaves, The species is
named after Edwuard Pechusl-Loesche, a geographeor wha visiled Mamibia in 1884 - B5.
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