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A Word from the Warden 

 

A brief summary of the numbers of animals counted during the NamibRand Nature Reserve Annual 
Game Count in May 2019 as well as the total estimates for the Reserve. 

Total estimated numbers of game (Zone 1-10; May 2018 - May 2019) 

Species 

May-18 May-19 
Percentage 

change  No. 
Counted  

Total 
estimated 

number 

No. 
Counted  

Total 
estimated 

number 
Gemsbok 995 3707 1026 3480 -6,12% 
Springbok 266 1722 267 1351 -21,54% 
Kudu 0 0 0 0 0,00% 
Steenbok 0 0 0 0 0,00% 
Ostrich 54 131 65 175 33,59% 
Ludwigs Bustard 0 0 21 192 0,00% 
Ruppel's Korhaan 12 124 24 293 136,29% 
B. zebra 172 329 307 485 47,42% 
Hartebeest 25 67 16 66 -1,49% 
Total  1524 6080 1726 6042 -0,63% 
Giraffe* 9 9 10 10 11,11% 
* Total (estimate) numbers known 

 

 

With the last significant rainfall in 2012, we are really seeing some drastic effects of an extended 
period of drought, and both Oryx and Springbok numbers are at their lowest in at least the last 10 
years! It is worth noting however, that since the game count has now been rolled out to cover a 
much wider area through the Greater Sossusvlei-Namib Landscape (GSNL) initiative we are finally 
getting a better indication of what this actually means for the overall population. Preliminary 
analysis of the GSNL game count data shows that while numbers have declined on NamibRand 
Nature Reserve they have increased in other areas, most notably the Gondwana run property in the 
north of the landscape. It is hugely encouraging that the removal of migration barriers through the 
landscape initiative is showing such definite results in terms of direct benefit to the wildlife, 
especially in these difficult climatic times. We are all aware of the climatic variability of this Pro-
Namib ecosystem and the challenges this presents for individual properties in the management of 
their wildlife, so the fact that we can see such clear evidence of the benefits of unrestricted 
movement is a great reward for the work that all of the stakeholders in the GSNL initiative have put 
in over the past number of years. Ongoing work to extend the boundaries of the landscape, 
particularly to the east across rainfall gradients, will only serve to increase this benefit further and 
help protect the wildlife populations of the area in the face of what could be a new climatic norm.  

Unfortunately, due to space constraints I have not included any of the maps showing the shift in the 
densities of wildlife across the landscape, but please be sure to keep an eye out for the GSNL Game 
Count report to be released soon! 
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